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REVIEWS 


methods of treatment of the deformities of club-foot, infantile 
paralysis, tuberculous joint disease, and scoliosis. 

The history, pathology, and mechanics of etiology and of corrective 
treatment are set forth very clearly in text and illustration. It is 
delightfully told and is plainly the outcome of careful study. It is 
most instructive in its graphic records of conditions observed and 
results obtained in the same cases from infancy to adult life. 
The book can be read with much advantage by every ortho¬ 
pedic student, who will learn from it the advantage and necessity 
of recognizing and treating deformity at the earliest possible period, 
and with unremitting care and adaptation of apparatus to the 
varying requirements of each case. J. M. S. 


A Manual of the Diseases of Infants and Children. By 
John Ruhhah, M.D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of Children 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore. Philadel¬ 
phia and London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1905. 

In the manual before us, Dr. Ruhruh has succeeded in compressing 
into about 400 pages a very succinct review of the subject of pedia¬ 
trics, intended especially ns a guide to study and a ready 
reference-book for the student of medicine. Himself a prac¬ 
tical teacher, Dr. Ruhrali has well appreciated the need for con¬ 
densation in the presentation of a subject which, for present con¬ 
ditions at least, must assume for the student a subsidiary place 
in the curriculum of his college course; and he has succeeded very 
admirably in presenting the salient features of each disease in a 
concise and readily memorized form. 

The subject of treatment, which appeals most strongly to the 
student mind, has been satisfactorily covered, being quite in accord 
with the best teaching, yet withal broadly general and free from 
stock prescriptions, except those the use of which has become almost 
classic. The subject of infant feeding is adequately presented in 
a section covering forty pages. There are more than one hundred 
illustrations to elucidate the text, about a third of which are original; 
the others arc borrowed from approved authorities, and among 
them one pleasantly recognizes the faces of old friends. 

A rather novel feature of the work is the numerous references 
to recent journal articles, which serve to stimulate further research 
into the rich literature of the subject, ami, by way of appendix, 
a special section has been added giving a list of the principal 
English and foreign reference works and journals devote:! to 
pediatrics, together with the methods of looking up subjects in the 
Index Catalogue and the Index Medians. 
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Altogether this manual seems to us to be one of the best of its 
class; and as it is the latest, it should receive a flattering reception 
in the student world. T. S. W. 


The Microtomist’s Vade-mecum : A Hand-book of Micro¬ 
scopic Anatomy. By Arthur Balles Lee. Sixth edition. 

Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1905. 

This valuable little book has now passed through sly editions, 
and though the first publication appeared twenty years ago, in 
all this time no book has been written in English which usurps its 
position or which covers exactly the same ground. From the 
number of books describing laboratory methods and microscopic 
technique it differs in that it appeals rather to the biologist and pure 
inicroscopist than to the student of medicine. The book has to 
do solely with the fixing, cutting, and staining of tissues. Methods 
of bacteriological and clinical microscopic examination are not 
included in its pages, and no references are mode to the preser¬ 
vation of gross pathological specimens. The general scope of 
the volume must, however, be familiar. 

In the present edition, the first since 1900, much new material 
has been added; and to include this without enlarging the size 
of the book, the text has been somewhat condensed in places. 
Indeed, the chapters contain so much and the subject matter is 
so condensed that it requires considerable knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject for one to use the book to best advantage. Very little advice 
is given as to the choice of the best of many different methods for 
special staining. References to the original articles, however, are 
always quoted and many extra references are given for the benefit 
of those who wish to investigate certain methods of technique 
more fully. 

Some of the chapters, as for instance those on the “Connective 
Tissues” and “Blood and Glands,” have been rewritten, while 
particular attention has been given to the chapters on the nervous 
system, which are now very full and much more satisfactory than 
those on the connective tissues and the blood. The latter chapter 
is really quite meagre as compared to the chapters upon this sub¬ 
ject in most books upon the clinical examination of the blood. 
In the chapter on connective tissues Mallory’s useful aniline blue 
stain is conspicuous by its absence. The use of acetone for rapid 
hardening and fixation receives little attention, while the new and 
important methods for making frozen sections are scarcely referred 
to. In other respects the book contains a wealth of material and 
still holds a more or less unique position. W. T. L. 
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